University Curriculum Committee

Proposal for New Course
	1.  Is this course being proposed for Liberal Studies designation?      Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
         No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	      If yes, route completed form to Liberal Studies.
	

	
	

	2. New course effective beginning what term and year? (ex. Spring 2008, Summer 2008)
	Fall 2007

	      See effective dates schedule.

	

	3. College
	SBS
	                        4. Academic Unit
	Psychology

	

	5. Course subject/catalog number
	486c
	                             6. Units
	3

	

	7. Co-convened with
	     
	
	7a. Date approved by UGC
	     

	     (Must be approved by UGC prior to bringing to UCC.  Both course syllabi must be presented.)



	8. Cross-listed with
	     

	     (Please submit a single cross-listed syllabus that will be used for all cross-listed courses.)


	9. Long course title
	Senior Capstone: Advanced Research Experience

	    (max 100 characters including spaces)

	

	10. Short course title (max. 30 characters including spaces)
	Advanced Research Experience

	

	11. Catalog course description (max. 30 words, excluding requisites).

       Provides opportunities for advanced work in research with a faculty member to fulfill the Psychology Capstone requirement.  Successful completion of at least one semester of PSY 485 and instructor permission required.



	12. Grading option:         Letter grade
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	   Pass/Fail
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  or Both
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	     (If both, the course may only be offered one way for each respective section.)

	

	13.  Is this a topics course?   Yes  FORMCHECKBOX 
   No  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	14. May course be repeated for additional units? 
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	  no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	      a. If yes, maximum units allowed?
	     
	

	      b. If yes, may course be repeated for additional units in the same term? (ex. PES 100)
	yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
      
	      no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	
	

	15.  Please check ONE of the following that most appropriately describes the course:
	

	                        Lecture w/0 unit embedded lab    FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lecture only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Lab only  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Clinical  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Research  FORMCHECKBOX 


	

	                        Seminar  FORMCHECKBOX 

	Field Studies   FORMCHECKBOX 

	Independent Study    FORMCHECKBOX 

	 Activity      FORMCHECKBOX 
        
	      Supervision   FORMCHECKBOX 
  

	

	

	16. Prerequisites (must be completed before proposed course)
	PSY 485

	

	17. Corequisites (must be completed with proposed course)
	     

	18. If course has no requisites, will all sections of the course require (If course has pre or co requisite, skip to question 19): 

	

	
	instructor consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	department consent   FORMCHECKBOX 

	no consent   FORMCHECKBOX 



	19. Is the course needed for a plan of study (major, minor, certificate)?              yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	           no         
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	             Name of new plan?   
	     

	            Note:  A new plan or plan change form must be submitted with this request.

	

	20. Does course duplicate content of existing courses within or outside of your college?     yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, list any courses this course may have duplicative material with and estimate percentage of duplication:

	

	     

	     

	     

	                    Please attach letters of support from each department whose course is listed above.

	

	21. Will this course affect other academic plans, academic units, or enrollment?                yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	         no                                       
	 FORMCHECKBOX 


	                    If yes, explain in justification and provide supporting documentation from the affected departments.

	

	22. Is a potential equivalent course offered at a community college (lower division only)?    yes 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	     no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       If yes, does it require listing in the Course Equivalency Guide?   yes
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	        no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	

	                       Please list, if known, the institution, subject/catalog number of the course.
	     
	

	23. Justification for new course, including unique features if applicable.  (Attach proposed syllabus in the approved 
      university format). 
      About 30% of our majors work with faculty on psychological research in our PSY 485 course.  We would like to have an option for our highly motivated students that would like to work a second semester when the research culminates in a research poster or oral presentation at a local, regional, or national conference. Consistent with liberal studies definition of a capstone experience, PSY486c requires student to draw on many aspects of knowledge gleaned from core courses within psychology, apply statistical and research methods concepts (PSY 230, PSY 302w), and integrate them in a way that tests one or more hypotheses derived from an understanding of the research literature in a particular topic.  Thus, all of the work necessary for a student to perform research and ultimately present the results of their research requires nearly all of the skills representative of a culminating, or capstone, experience in Psychology.  We would argue that a successful completion of such a research experience is an ideal capstone experience in psychology. 


	

	24. Names of current faculty qualified to teach this course
	All tenure-track faculty within the Psychology Department.
	

	

	25. If course will require additional faculty, space, or equipment, how will these requirements be satisfied? Requires no extra faculty, space, or equipment

	

	26. Will present library holdings support this course?   yes
	X
	            no
	 FORMCHECKBOX 

	


	If the course being submitted for approval is NOT a LIBERAL STUDIES course, please go to step 42.

                                                        LIBERAL STUDIES ONLY

Contact name:  Heidi Wayment                                                 Contact email:  Heidi.Wayment@nau.edu
Dept. Chair name:  Heidi Wayment                                           Dept. Chair email: Heidi.Wayment@nau.edu     
College Contact name : Larry Gould                                     College Contact email: Larry.Gould@nau.edu
27.  This course is a      FORMCHECKBOX 
 Single section                            FORMCHECKBOX 
  Multi-section

28.  List names of faculty who may teach this course:  All Psychology Faculty
29.  Section enrollment cap:  5
If this course is being submitted for approval as a new LIBERAL STUDIES course, please complete questions 30-33.

OR

If this course is being submitted for approval as a new JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING course, please complete questions 37-38.

OR

If this course is being submitted for approval as a new SENIOR CAPSTONE course, please complete questions 39-41.

NEW LIBERAL STUDIES COURSE

30.  Thematic Focus (check all that apply):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Environmental Consciousness   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Technology and Its Impact   FORMCHECKBOX 
      Valuing the Diversity of Human Experience   FORMCHECKBOX 

31.  Distribution Block  (check one):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
       Aesthetic and Humanistic Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
           Cultural Understanding   FORMCHECKBOX 
              Lab Science   FORMCHECKBOX 

       Science/Applied Science   FORMCHECKBOX 
            Social and Political Worlds   FORMCHECKBOX 

32. Skills (check two):  If a topics course, must apply to ALL  sections.
     Creative Thinking   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Critical Reading   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Oral Communication   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Effective Writing   FORMCHECKBOX 

     Critical Thinking  FORMCHECKBOX 

     Ethical Reasoning   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Quantitative/Spatial Analysis   FORMCHECKBOX 
        Scientific Inquiry   FORMCHECKBOX 
       Use of Technology   FORMCHECKBOX 

33.  Is this a topics course?    Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
          No    FORMCHECKBOX 

     If YES, please complete questions 34-36.     If NO, please go to question 42.

TOPICS COURSE ONLY

34.  Identify the Student Learning Outcomes that will be found in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.       
35.  Explain by what method(s) Student Learning Outcomes will be assessed in ALL topic syllabi offered under this course number.      
            
36.  Please attach an example of a Topic Syllabus offered under this course number.

GO TO question 42

	


NEW JUNIOR LEVEL WRITING COURSE (refer to question 19)

37.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?             


38.  Do you intend to offer ABC 300 and ABC 300W?   yes    FORMCHECKBOX 
         no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 300.

GO TO question 42

NEW SENIOR CAPSTONE COURSE (refer to question 19)

39.  To which degree programs offered by your department/academic unit does this proposal apply?  B.A. & B.S.

40.  Does this proposal replace or modify an existing course or experience?  yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
        no  FORMCHECKBOX 

       If yes, which course(s)? 

41.  Do you intend to offer ABC 400 and ABC 400C?   yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
       no   FORMCHECKBOX 

          If no, please submit a course delete form for the ABC 400.

	42. Approvals
	
	
	
	

	

	Department Chair (if appropriate)                                                                                                                                Date

	

	Chair of college curriculum committee                                                                                                                        Date

	

	Dean of college                                                                                                                                                             Date

	


	For Committees use only

	

	For Liberal Studies Committee                                                                                                                                     Date


	

	Action taken:

	                          _____________________    Approved as submitted                                                   ___________________________  Approved as modified

	


	For University Curriculum Committee                                                                                                                         Date


	

	Action taken:

	

	
	
	Approved as submitted
	
	Approved as modified


Northern Arizona University

College of Social and Behavioral Sciences - Department of Psychology

Psychology Capstone: Advanced Research Experience  

(PSY 486c)

Fall 2007

Time, Room, and

TBA.

Credit Hours:
3 credits 

Instructor:


Heidi Wayment

Office/Phone/E-mail:
SBS 230

Office Hours:
TBD

Course Prerequisite: 
Psychology Major, PSY 101, PSY 230, PSY 302w, PSY 485 and Instructor Consent 

Fee Required 

Course Description:
This course is an advanced research course that culminates in a research poster or oral presentation at a local, regional, or national conference. Consistent with liberal studies definition of a capstone experience, PSY486c requires you to draw on many aspects of knowledge gleaned from core courses within psychology, apply statistical and research methods concepts (PSY 230, PSY 302w), and integrate them in a way that tests one or more hypotheses derived from an understanding of the research literature in a particular topic.  Thus, all of the work necessary for you to perform research and ultimately present the results of your research requires nearly all of the skills representative of a culminating, or capstone, experience in Psychology.  The successful completion of such a research experience is indeed a culminating and integrative experience in psychology.
The course requires, and will facilitate the development of several specific skills: critical reading, critical thinking, effective oral communication, effective writing, and scientific inquiry. These skills will be assessed during the course of the semester in a variety of ways (described in sections "Course Objectives" and "Evaluation Methods and Assessment of Outcomes").

Student Learning 

Expectations/Outcomes:
The expectations for this course is that you will research a particular topic within psychology and formulate one or more testable hypotheses from which you are to draw from one or more content areas within psychology.  Further, you will utilize knowledge from your statistics and research methods course into your work.  The expectations are that you will be engaged in all stages of the research process, including literature review, hypothesis generation, data collection, cleaning, coding, and analyzing, written report and a poster or oral presentation.   You will also be involved with professional development as you seek application to the conference and work, toward the end of the semester, on preparing your vita.  

Class Structure:
Our research lab will consist of 3-5 students.  This format will allow the exchange of ideas with your fellow psychology majors as well as provide a built in support and learning structure.  It will also be a good experience in learning to work as part of a team.  Students are required to attend all research meetings. The course generally will be conducted as a seminar.  However, both the instructor and the students at times will be presenting material. The class meetings primarily will be devoted to discussion in which students are expected to participate.  It is the instructor's opinion that each person in the class will have something to contribute and that we will learn a great deal from each other. 

Required
You will be required to do library and research article searches using NAU library supported databases to find research articles on your topic of inquiry.  You are encouraged to draw on other information you have learned in your  core and elective courses in psychology (e.g., other texts, research articles).  Additional readings will be provided on Dr. Wayments PSY 486c Vista Shell 

Assessment of Student Learning Outcomes:
Methods of 

Assessment:
Class Attendance/Participation: You have only one unexcused absence from class.  Contact the instructor for excused absences.  You are expected to participate in class discussion.

Learning Outcomes: Your specific skills: critical reading, critical thinking, effective oral communication, effective writing, and scientific inquiry will be assessed via your final report, poster presentation and oral presentation.

Grading System: 
The class is graded on a graded basis. Your paper and poster project will be evaluated together and are worth, cumulatively, up to 100 points: Critical Thinking (20 points), Critical Reading (20 points), Effective Writing (20 points), Scientific Inquiry & Use of Technology (i.e., SPSS statistical software; 20 points) and Effective Oral Presentations (20 points).


90% or greater = A


80% or greater = B


70% or greater = C


60% or greater = D


59% or less = F

Course Outline and Evaluative Assessments

Week


Topic





Week 1

Area of Inquiry Selection

Week 2

Share articles and ideas with research team

Week 3

Formulate hypothesis and ideas about how to test

Assessment (worth up to 20 points) of critical thinking, ability to synthesize literature, come up with a cohesive justification for hypothesis.

Week 4
Discuss how to construct introduction to research topic.  Familiarize students with the upcoming conference, application procedures, possible sources of funding.

Week 5

Share Introduction outline with group

Week 6
Give 10 minute presentation to group that provides overview of your introduction, hypothesis, and hypothesis justification.

Assessment (worth up to 20 points) of critical reading, ability to synthesize literature, come up with a cohesive justification for hypothesis.  A critical writing assessment of your paper (20 points) will also be made from your written introduction to be turned in this week.
Weeks 7-9
Meet individually with Dr. Wayment to work on data analysis.

Week 9
Assessment (worth up to 20 points) of use of technology and scientific inquiry.  You will turn in a first copy of your results section and any charts or diagrams to help explain your results.

Week 10
Preparation of Discussion section of paper and begin work on your oral or poster presentation.

Weeks 11-14
Work individually with Dr. Wayment on the final product.

Week 15 
Final presentation.

***Note, in some cases the presentation will come earlier in the semester than during the 15th week.  Thus, the course outline will be adapted each semester.
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